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A Trio in Tune Makes
the Top

™ The brightest
new sounds
heard through
all the racket
of rock 'n' roll
come from the
voices and
instruments of

g three college
| grad

August 3 1959

: cutups,
e Dave  Guard,
***** Bob Shane.

And Nick Reynolds, who call themselves
the Kingston Trio. Despite the surprising
facts that every chord is in tune and
every lyric in good taste, The Kingston
Trio at Large is now the best selling LP in
the country. One of the songs in it, M.T.A.
(LIFE, June 29,) still ranks high among
the single record hits.

Last month the touring trio expanded into
a mixed sextet on a lark. Traveling with
the singers on a swing through New
England was their three bright and pretty
wives. Afternoons on the beaches the
girls joined in the fraternity house
chorales the boys learned when they
were carefree California undergraduates
at Stanford and nearby Menlo Business
College. "The stuff we sang gassed us
then," one of them said, "even though the
harmonies were strictly Whiffenpoof."
Soon the three couples will head out on
vacations separately -- a rarity in their
happy design for group living. "This trio,"
as one of them said, "has got to quit
acting like Siamese twins."
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The trio got started five years ago singing
on campus for free beer. After graduation
they opened at a San Francisco club for
$60 a week each, a wage they once
improved modeling bathing suits. "At the
time we were looking for a name for the
group that would be Ivy League and a
little Calypso," Dave Guard explains. "We
decided on Kingston."

With success, domesticity came to the
soft-sell folk singers. Shane ("our Sex
Symbol") married an heiress from Atlanta;
Guard ("our Acknowledged Leader")
married the daughter of the treasurer of a
chain of department stores; and
Reynolds ("the Runt of the Litter,") who
will inherit a sizable fortune from his
great-uncle, married a West Coast
comedienne.

Thus their busy round of singing dates
makes some family travel necessary.
Explains Reynolds, "We may look like
tennis bums, but man, underneath we've
got stability."

A ZAERT, E—ILE-ETO =012 F
YOINATHIOC L& WROT-, FEE. BE—
AE=YB0RILTH YIS RANHIST T
EEERIRLIz, MO TIEIKEDETILTHE
FIRALH 1=,

(TN —TDRETEZEZ TN -LEEITAE—
Y= ER) TR EDIZLESIE - 1&
TATH—RIEHRBAL TS, [T, F5 Rk
VIZHRHT-DE, |

FIIERRFZ, A A—DFKRYIZLTLATRD
[CHLREETFITHIDIIENFEELT:,
r— (HELENEVIRIURIL) BT RS
AN EHEEFEIBL ., H—F (O HLYDE
W —4—) [TREEF—OREBHED
IREAEIEL 1=, TLTRRRD S MEY DERE
ZE|IEMCTEITHEOTWVWALA/ILA (KD
FIEBEFOERTEBLEEL:,

ELSESITHES D SR ARIXIIVSRE
DEENDBEELTNVSDTHD, LI/ILK
([ZSSERBALTLVD,

MESITT XY =7IZRZ5MBENZLT
E.INTREEZRO>TWDHAT, ]

126



Life August3, 1959

—EIDI3—2LA/ILA A=K
-2 JLFzo-H—F

Trio's wives (left) Joan Reynolds, Louise
Shane and Gretchen Guard -- sit in the
rain to hear their husbands sing.

Singers (below) Reynolds, Shane and
Guard perform at Newport Jazz Festival
where their singing drew more applause
than jazz soloists.

Sextet of singers and wives scramble under
overturned boat when rain interrupts an
improvised song, "New York Is a Summer
Festival."
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Dutiful wives tend to their tired husbands
in club dressing room between song
sessions
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ERRASMBASED ADMIRER, Barbara Banks,
13, is surrounded by the singers whose
autographs she asked for at the Newport
Jazz Festival. First Bob Shane signed (top)
and Barbara suppressed a nervous giggle
as Guard and Reynolds discussed kissing
her. When Guard signed (middle) that crisis
seemed passed. But when he flung his
arms around her, Reynolds took her hand
(below) and kissed it ceremoniously as
Barbara veritably went to pieces.
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